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in cornfields, and other formidable ironclads were built between wharves at Charleston and elsewhere. For artillery they had only obsolete guns that had been left at the Norfolk navy yard at the commencement of the war. Lieutenant Brook, C.SJSL, made a gun which was regarded by both sides as the most formidable weapon in use at that time. It was the irony of fate that the United States Government, which had branded the Confederate cruisers as " pirates on the high seas/' should have built among the first ships of its new navy (after the war) two " commerce destroyers/' the Columbia and the Minneapolis, ships of great speed and cruising radius, and with little or no fighting power. protect her against being treated as a pirate. A privateersman is a fellow with all the instincts of a pirate, but without the courage to hoist the " Jolly Roger."
